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Crowdsourcing
Erotica:
Erika Lust’s

XConfessions

LAUREN WISSOT TALKS TO
A FEMINIST PORNOGRAPHER
WHO LOOKS TO HER

AUDIENCE FOR INSPIRATION

N Swede living in Spain
with a background in

political scie Erika

'."‘ . Lust is nol your aver-
age feminis! pornog-
L A _rapher. The award-

winning writler-director of over half a
dozen eratic lilms, Lust is now embarking
on what she considers her mos! important
project yel XConlessions is 100 percent
crowdsourced, fan-generated erotica. Each
month, Lust chooses two sex confessions
from armang the wide-ranging slew of fan-
Lasies posted to her site. (The submission
process itsell is lree of charge. Just create
an anonymous profile and you can read
or write conlessions as well as walch free
videos.) Those favorites will then become

short lilms — or, in some cases, sexy Swag

Vv

hat the winning conlessor receives gralis

The Cava Ménage a Trois box set of wine

— -

rom a ‘amily-owned Spanish vineyard
seems inspired, though I'm partial 1o the
"Queen of Fucking Everything” tote bag.)
Which inevitably brings up the question,
will viewers pay Lo see the ideas thal they
provided for free transiormed into cinema?
Will they dole cut even more because of
their parsonal emobional invesiment? Less
than a year old, the site seems Lo be a solid
venture so far. According to Lust, XConles-
Sans has received more than 500 submis-

Sions frorm all over the world in a variety of
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languages, 40 of which have been made
into shorls. Perhaps maore impartantly from
a financial standpoint, the site has 500 paid
mernbers (who are allowed to stream the
films) and 30,000 free members {(who can
confess and comment — and of course, gen-
erate mare word-ol-rmouth buzz)

But Lus! also views XConlessiors as a
Web-enabled way Lo tap inlo ber audience’s
own creativity. "Back when the website was
more like Post Secret, where people could
past their sacret confessions onling, | real-
ized | had such a rich collection of great

material that could be put onscreen,” Lust
recalls. “The public’s imagination is far be-
yond that of the mainstream poen industry,
$a | knew they could make great films with
the right screen adaptation and direction.
Plus, everyane's a bit of a gossip and an ex-
hibitionist, so being able to confess anany-
mously gives the notion of power in secrecy.
It liberated thern, Tke rmascs at a Venice
carnival or confessing your sins to a priest.
Everything = crowdsourced these days,
with pecple sharing their cars through Uber,
their homes via Airbnb, and of course ideas.
There's always peaple wanting o learn
about ather peoples’ experiences, especially
around sex.”

Though Lust’s budget is at the higher

range of most porn produced these days —
a 10-rminute short costs around $13,000 to
make — there are still constraints and au-
gience considerations 1o take inta account.
Specificity and Ireshness seem Lo be the key
to standing out from the 50 ar so submis-
sians XConlessions gets every month. “They
have 1o offer samething original in terrms of
plot, location, characterss and context,” Lust
explains. “I also has to include creatvity —
fantasies that are realistic and rare, that en-
courage me 1o think aboul someone with a
special personality. They catch my attention
faster if they contain appealing images that
a reader can immediately imagine and por-
tray a situation with eratic tension between
characters. These are all important (o mak-
ing sure my audience will enjoy a short film.”

Continues Lust, I then evaluate the cin-
ematic possibilities of each story Lo assess
how difficult it would be 1o shaol. Do they
have a specific atmosphere that inspires me
to think of a unigue illumination or set de-
sign? Will it portray well onscreen?”

Or perhaps rmare accuralely, screens,
Since XConlessiors = tailor-made lor in-
stant downloads and HD streaming to
whichever device the viewer chooses, Lust is

obviously alsa primed to lake full advantage
of the discreet — and often demanding —
smartphone audience. *The Internet is full of
glamcare paysites with the word "art’ in their
brand, which in truth are the same old poen

with better lighting blurred backgrounds
and soft music,” Lust laments. “Regarding
the adult industry, the bar for innovation is
really low. If creatives lose the fear of work-
ing in this industry, we will cerlainly see a
change for the better in the future”
Especially, Lust feels, if more women are
involved in all aspects of porn production.
Lust is quick to credit her mostly female
crew, including those in sales and market-
ing and public relations, for her company’s
success — though Lust's unwavering belie
in heér own vision seems just as crucial. “|
have been allacked by narrow-minded and
chauvinistic porn directors and producers,
who $aid that there was no need at all for a
new Llake on adult content,” Lust ademits. “|
have also been criticized by raging ferminist,
underground directors saying that my work
was too commercial, teo chic and that | was
not creating the right revolution. | teok all at-

tacks as signs of me being an the right path.
XConfessions can be found at he cbricusly
aduls-only xconfessions.corm
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